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'And Hell rising from a ! thous end
thrones shall do her reverence,"

-Zarar A. Po
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Harry Brashear, 23 Ron Hess, 1,7,16
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Copies of this issue are been cilrculuated amnong the members of the
newly orsanized Southern Fandom Group, which is progressing toward
the revivin. and recrganinzg of Southern s-f fana.rreracV CHalker's
book reviews will be included 1i they reach me in time, if not they
will be excluded thils issue, but will return next issue., I am on a
ti-ht schedule and don't have time to wait for them if they don't
reach me within the next few days.

There is still time to join the PITTCON, Send your two bucks rec
istration to lirs Dirce C. Archer, 1453 Barnsdale Sb., Pittsburgh 17,
Pa. liake checzs mevable to P, Schuvler Hiller, traes Urer. This ic
the hizhlisht of the science fiction year and vou won't want to
niss it.

I am miraculously caurht without anything to sy for a change. 50
I'11 close out with some quotes froam notables:

The rireatest wealth is to live content, for there is never want
vhere the mind is satisfied.--Lucretius.

B B L T T L R X
TTATRT @am T LI -~ s i <)
The MABLS3TROM is puklished quarterly in collaborati with STFA and

SFG by Banshee Piess Publications, P.0.Box 65 , ODcllka, Alabama, All
correspondance should be addres sed to B:11 Plott and not the waﬁﬂn
zine or the publisher. Supscriptions are 51.00/7 issues, 15¢ per
copy. This has been cnhnfed from the previous 25¢. Those who paid
the former price will recieve two issues for their quarter and sev-
en for the dollers as the new Drice stands.
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Behold now BEHE!NOTH,...he emteth arass as an OX...hls strnoth
is in his loins...his force igs in the naval of his belly.. hc
moveth his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his stones are
wrapped together...his bones are like...bars of iron,..behold
he drinketh up a river..he can draw up Jordan in his nouth...
he taketh it with his eves; his nosse pilerceth through S?ares.
mmemJOb AQw-—

Greetings Earthlingst! As usual I am composing this edito-~
rial on stencil with little or no previous preparation. There-
fore I must nention that the length of this column will decid
the length of the lettercol. It all depends on hov long-winded
I am; those who know me are well aware of how devastating that
can be,

The absence of the ads means I aust iaprovise so hear ars
a coupls of plugs that I feel should be mentioned, First, Lerr
Byrd (P.0.3ox 714, Costa sesa, Calif. ) is putting out a horror
fanzine to supplement FAIIOUS IIONSTERS of Filmland, TERROR zoes
for 20¢ and the first issue 1s due sonmetime this sumaer. I su;:
gest that vou all send in the required two thins; namely be-
cavse I will have some esobhoo in the fowri of a record review in
the first issue oi TERRORX,

The second plug (with apologies to ilarion Bradlev) is re
the Ec Fan Addicts and I shall quote Gary Delain for the nec~
cessary information:

"...For the past five vears there has been no national
orgzanjzation to hold EC fans tocether or recruit new
fans, Between now and this summer I plan to lav the fouhd
ation for EC FANDOII '61, T have mentioned this project
to very few people; now I want every fan to know about i~
Pass it on to other fans you know; don't wait for some-
one else to do it; Please! I want every fan(includin: ay
regular correspondants) to send mne a postcard containin:
the following information: name, address, ace, and de’ re
of interest in EC(how manv ECs vou have, what fan pro-
jects 1if any that vou have worked on, what fanzines and
anmags you own, and any other infox mation that would in-
dicate your denree of interest in EC and or-anized fan
don), These cards will be filed with the cards recieved
from other fans around the country. This summer, if e-
nouzh fans have responded, I will berin to conpile the
fisst EC Fan Yearbook, Fandom '€1. T is yearbook cannot
be coipiled by one persom., All activé fans will contri
bute by WPTthf ploss, autobiogs, articles of fanzines,
etc. Jhen comploteo about Jan. 1961). it will be sent t
211 fans at an outrw*oous price, for a mag in the fn:
field, It will probablv contain close to 100 pages and
sell for 52 or 3. This yearbook will be the only source
of revenue for the organization. Free bulletins wduld pr
ably be sent to fans throughout the year. In time a well
orzanized ED Fandon may be able to right some of the wrec
that have bheen done to the comics by Dr. Wertham(ed. not
see lettercol of thish.) and other fanatics,"GARY DELAI!
79 Lee Avenue, Janestown, New York,

I sincerely hope we will get soime response for this project.
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During the breach of time vetweer isstes, I was fortunate enough
to make the TForuth fan visit of ny career., A state hich school stu-
dent council convention in Gadsde provided me with ample opportun-
ity, although some complications did arise, Opelika Hizh School was
run for a state office and I had to spend wmost of wy time campaisn-
ing. The Tinal night of the convention brought with it a chance for
fanac; a dance and banquet was held on this night; the former beinz
excellent and the latter being poor. Prouptly at nine o'clock when
the banguet ended James Ayers and relatives were on the scene in a
oreen and white lierc convertable to whisk me away from the Gadsden
Country Club and into the hamlet of Attalla vhere Jaews resides at
609 First Street,

Tmus began an evening wvhich was thoroughly enjoved by both of us
T'a sure. A couple of houru vere spent pouring thoursh sti megs and
suzzling cokes, I saw the contracts James has for four of his novel‘
to be published on a subsidy basis, Comet Press' had quite an imprec- -
ive contract for two of the aforementioned novels, Also I learned
that James has a storv appearing in a hard cover collection this
sunner entitled The Best Short Stories of 1960. I also acquired some
neterial for The LAELSTROI[. The poem, "Firecracker! and several short
stories; I hope to bepin serializins one of thean next issue.

Not one to break fannish tradition, I entered Attalla practically
enpty-handed and returned to Opelika with some thirty-odd AMNAZINGs
and FANTASTICs which were some of the first marazines in James' col-
lection, He was pressed for space and I quickly jumped at the chanc
add some of the o0ld pulp size Ziff-Davis nmags to my dense collectioil,
All in all, T spent one of the most enjvable evenings of my fan 1life
at James Avers house this past April, For those of yvou who are una-
quainted with Jawues, I refer you almost any issue of AITAZING and FAN-
TASTIC, as the lettercol more often, than not contains a it of his
writing.,

The next ish will be my first anniversary issue and I would like tc
make 1t a really bis issue. So all material should be submitted e~
fore July 31 1if at all possible, I hope to finish ‘5 in time to talke
sone copies to Pittsbursh for the worldcon and that will mean begin-
ning work immediately so please send material in as soon as possible.

Recently saw "On the Beach," No, this is not goinz to be another o
ny hook/‘nov1e comparisions. I would like to say that "On the Beach”
vas one of the most shocking movies I have ever seen, "hen I feft the
thecater I felt so naked, so all alone, so vulnerable that I had to ge

ofl by myvself and think it over, I was quite emotionally disturbed
over the movie, I hapnen to see the filn the very same day that the

news of the Sumalt Conference feilure was bein: blurted out throuzh
2ll modesof comamunication and that did nothins to help my shattered
hopes of the Tuture. I wouldlike to quote Sandy Snnderson firom his

ine APO?RHZTA in re to the uwovie, This quote 18 borrowed without fir-
requeSuln” permission, Hope wou don't mind, Sandv.:
"Personally I have never seen a quieter, more subdued audience
leaving & cinema, If the film caused these people to 2o home and
think, then it did a damn good Job."

That expresses oy opinions to a "T", because I went home and tho
And my thouchts weren't any too pleasant, nay, they were more cynic 1
than anythln;. Be sure to read Alas, 3Babvlon by Pat Frank, It's super
in another vievpoint of the nuclear war, Less condemning,anvhow,

=
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I a2 well nleased with the results

of the last issue, especially the in-
teresting discussion that came from
the HAD interview by John Pesta. Sone
~so00od points, pro and con, have been
nade as & result; and since I scen to
be doing a hecltuva a lot of quoting in
this column, I'd like to quote Harry
Warner from the lettercol of Dick El-
lington's FIJAGH 3, Again I have not
sought prior permission, so I hope '
Harry has no objections to heing usec
here: _
"...1lt is horrifving to me to se
how IAD has becouie populer around Haz
erstown since it logt most of its in-
portance with the revolution in its - -
itorship and staff, I lost interest

it immediately after it turned from sa-
tire to varody, and that's just about
the time that evervone in my office be--
zan to buy it as sodn as it hit the stands, chuckle to one another o-
ver it, quote its punchlines at every opportunity. I think that the
HAD today 1is as to the lAD yesterday as Kostalanetz is to real nusic,
and that it's symnptomatic that it should have becone & major success
Just now., At one time, 1t was about the only cenuine hard-hittin. i-
conoclastic satire that youcould find in -enerally circulated forn on
the newstands.Vow it's just a joke book.,"

I thought Harry gave one of the most reasonable opinions of 114D
that I have seen,and felt that everyvone interested in this controvers-
and discussion would he interested in seeins the above,

T shall conclude this with the following article which I wust e in
below witha typedheading or not get in at all, iy apologies, Tonv, fo
not offering vou a wmore ezoboostical lavout.

Lip

The Truth About Billy Joe Ploti

lby Anthony Rudmann

Once again I have been summoned forth from retirement by citizenc
of hich integrity and low norals to launch a disertation for the pur-
poses of dispelling, now and forever, the malovelent rumors currentl:
circulating about Four fiend and nine, Villiam J, Plott,

Let us first discuss the rumor that Billy Joe Plott is actually a
pen name of Certrude 17, Carr. 3ill, hinself, neatly dispelled that
cloud anainst his sterling, but slightly tarnished, character by stat
ing that such an accusation 1s completely ridiculous; then he hit ae
with his pocketboolk

Another vicious story presents the so called fact that the eminent
Ir, Plott iz, durin. periods of the full wmoon, a vanpire, After close
1y studving several pictures of the gentleman in question--cor is he

out of the question--and consultins hizhly paid--and overpaid,too--

dentists, I can state with some Cdesree of assurance that Bill is ner-
? [
elv sufferinc from a case of widely spaced buck teeth,

continued on pare 30
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If vou are wonderins about the portent of that title of
ned wizardrsr, sentle reader, don't feel too badly for I find

nrself ~lso in o hit of wonderment about it. Howvever, Just
for the salre of sone sort of equilibrium "notpourri" means a
nedley, antholosy or highly spiced nixture, whhile "pers -

doxically" modifies it to denote that this mixture will be
of thinzs that are generally held to be the opposite,or 4if
ferent at sny rate. So I invite vou to romble alons with me
ant see vhat we find,

As vou have noticed Bill Plott entitled his - editarinl
BEHZIIOTH and 1t sterted nme to wondering as to what is a De-
hemoth? Bill quoted fron Jot 40 in part. (Actuslly Job 40
15-24,) The King Janes Version, fron which he quoted, sinply
calls it behemoth, but this doesn't really identify the crea-

ture, The oririnal Hebrev word here is "b&hémoth" which ig
an intensive plural froan"b&hzmfh", weening besst, therefore
the literol neaning of behenoth is "colossal heast™, Ao to
vhat this "colonsal beast™ nar refer, there are tvwo ap -
proaches of thouzht. One teins that 1t 1s a synbolic aninal
with the detalls of its appearance borrowed from the animals

ani
of the Egyntian and Babylonien mytholosies; however, t h
theory has little concrete evidence to support it. The wnmo:
acceptable possibility is that it describes a natural a n i~
mal, Scholars long susgested the elephant ag the animal, but
now many seem to favor its veing the hippopptemus, The hip-
popotanus seeims to it the description bestter there in t h =
boelz of Job, and surely Iloses would have made mention of the
tusks and trunk of the elevhant if that animal had been the
one he was writing about, 30 this nakes Bill's editorial a..
cessresowell, on to other things.

And speaking of aninmals of imposing silze, Cocareco poll-
ed a lendslide win of 70,000 votes in the runicipal elec -

paze §



tions.dn Sao Paule, Brazil on September Tth of last rear. And her fi-
ral tally ran nearly 100,000, and she even did pretty well in the e-
lections at Canpinas, an industrial city, and the port of Santos, al-

thouch she didn't win those two. Of course, you may be asking, "But
who is Cacareco?" ell, she happened to be & female rhinoceros, Le-

tuelly she was entered in the elections as sonewhat of a joke and her
anezing tally can be attributed to the people's displeasure about the
shortages of food staples, high cost of living, and Brazilianp o 1 i-
tics in general, And s~f writers tell us it's spiders or ants t h ~ t
will take over the world!

But if animels so into politics
they nizht find in that dilzzin;, area
two heads eare better than onse, and
one Dr. Veldinir P. Demikhov of Rus-
sia would be the man to see.Dr. Den-
iknov transvlanted o head a forefeet
of one dor on the neck of .. "another
end has perforied two dozen sinil ar
operations., One of the two headed an-
imals lived for 29 days and o t h er
transplanted heads have even been a-
ble to lan milk, Of course, the Con-
nunistes ore always Tirst to acco me-
plish anrthing, so we won't mentien
that back in 1908 an Anmerican doctor
periorned 2 sinilar operation, ho
knovas, navbe we are on our way to
"tvo-faced" becoming more than just

o, parase.,

But 1f a rhinoceros winning on
election and a dog having two heads
seens like fantastic-confusion, you
mar be shocked to learn that wejust
o around to settling more elemental matters, For example, how long
is an inch and what is the veight of & pound? Beck in 1893 the inch
was selt at 2.540005 centimeters and the U.S. pound was 0.4535924277
kilograns. Zut in December of 1958 the inch was chopped to 2.54 and
the pound +7Tigsled dowm to 0,45359237 kilograms, 3o if vou've lost
veizht and becone shorter don't bHlame me. The United Kingdom, Au s-
tralia, Ceanada, liecw Zealand end South Africa have jolned in on the
new neasurenent. These chances, while seemingly trival to the ave-
rase person, ere important in a-nuaber of techinical filelds,

ind while soine deal with the swmall things and their changing,,
British astronomer, Dr. Fred Hovle takes the opposite in size scale
and deals with the largest....the Universe, Previously the un i-
verse's age has been set at 6 billion yeers, but using an IBLL 704
clectronic computor Hoyle studied our liilky Way Galaxy in which lies
our Earth and Sun, Based on his life histories of the two types of
stars (or suns), known aaz Population I (young, hot stars) sand Popu-
lation II {older stars), he now calculates the universe;s age to be

gome 10 Dillion years,
And here is an interesting fact about a nan of a few years ago
e

ag
that T think is quite revealins. In his bool Oificers A sinst Hitle
Tebian vbon Schlabrendorff: wvrites:

paze é
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The meeting with Hitler took place in Field-larsball Kluge's
persongl cuarters. As he ertered the office, Hitler laid down the
pecullar militeryv-style cap he always wore. I had always Leen cur-
ious about this cap. Now, with no ones watching, I impulsively rea-
ched %o pilckit up and have a look. I was startled - to” find it
heavv as a cannon ball., On examination, I saw why. OQur. _dauntless
dictator, who professed to be heloved by all Germans, had his cap
lined with fully three and a half pounds of protective plate.”

And ironically he committed sulcide.

T < - = . 2

1 ve enjoyed rambling here and I hope that you r may have found
something of interest along the way. And I would like to leave you
with this lovely quote from "The 7ilderness of John Huir"

"Thig grand show is eternal. It is always sunrise somewhere;
the daw 1is never all dried at once; a shower is for ever
falling; vapor is ever rising. Zternal suprise, . eternal
sunsct, eternal dawn and gloaming, on sea and continentsss
and islands,' esach in its turn, as the round earth rolls."

ST ) $hgpan MLl AedEg K
1/7— Al's takeoff on my cditorial. golumn was most interesting to

me since T attenpt toc write tlhat editorial., There should be one
point of interest to all femsles fen reading this article, however,
and that 1s tne lact paragrarh of the " preceding page. The answver
to a much souzht efter cugarion 18 glven on that -page: now, at last,
girls, you know Fal’ ian's real namefuyﬂy

S L N T

"Dclilah'

It was easy at first, it seened,
ore

y To simnlv icnore 1t all---
\ Only that was BEFORZ I met her;
_Eﬁ-Y And she had plenty of galli

' |

Oh, wou'll say that I was a weakling,
And that I acted 1like a baby-—---

Sut thav was before I met HER;

And I don't mesn if or naybe.

€
/f_- 55 Again vou'll say I was putbty
In the hold, of a, creqtu e like that---
But tha®t was AFTER I met her;
Yes, she wvas a wonderful cat.

Curilovic-~
Jearas '

NG




COTLISION

by Mark Curilovic

Two lines of force began to move
In hyperbolic lines,

Ore was a shade of delicate green
And the other--the hue of wines

Their epicenters secemed to be

In the sine of trne arc subrending,

But the cuter edge of the reddish foroce
Had an area mor2 extending.

he verdant faorce began to merge
And superimpose the other,
When tne tabieau enced in & whirl of tints
As they collided with cne another.

Lo B L B B R B B O O DN B I BN N B IR I B R I R I A T O O I T I O B R I B

"ifell, Tohn, it looks like your pcn wins-again, I had
my red one started in the upper left corner, figuring that
it wonld gair the central area first beceause of the sweep of
the curve 1t was taking."

Sr:iling, John said, "And T had my own Designagranh start
in & smaller ceatrel portion, Bill, because I figured that an
ellinre was the best form to commencse with, since the left
cr.rene of the parabola would evsantuaslly overlep into your
designa."

"MIhich contributed to my defeet, and lost the bet," said
Bill ruefully.
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by HARRY "ARNER, Jr.

It snuck up so quietly that lots of fantasy enthus 1?sts didn't
realize that it was coming, the first televised performance of that
pre-Bloch welrd story to music, Iiozart's "Don Giovanni." The NBC
Opera Theater wasn't widely publicized for this production in ad-
vance, unless you happened to live in a citv vhere dealers wvere
pushine sales of color television sets. Thaf was a pity, because
it took nearly 200 years for this story of a revenreful statue to
appear on the video screen for the first time. And at the rate at
which operas appear on televison networks, it may be another 200
vears before they cet around to producin. it arain.

Otherpoints of interest about this televised. opera have been
overlooked. For instance, the Znzlish translation was prepared by
"".H. Auden and Chester Xallman. T, is is iuportant because the same
palr of poets turned out the original libretto for a modern opera
that has quite a few similarities to "Don Giovanni." That is "The

ake's Progress" whose Stravinsky music created quite a bit of ex-
citement a decade ara. I think that the new Znclish version of the
da Ponte libretto for l.ozart's opera was the best thinc about this
televison production. It sounds as 1f it were easy to sing, it sticks
close enourh to the ori_inal Italian words to wirror the music,

and it's contemporary without beinc so up~to-date in slang that

it w11l become antiquated next year. I think that unflﬁsh -lange
uare opera would be much nore welcome in the United States if all
tranzlations were as well done as this one. It was nice to note

that the telecast allowed "rape," "hell," and "damn" to be sung
during the opera, apparently on the grounds that not even the cen-
sors pay any attention to what tenors and baritones are bleating

out.

Then there's the little matter of the re-
mainder of the opera., It would be nice if ¥NBC
would spring free another Sunday afternoon to 7
perform the parts that were left out durine the (
April 10 production. Hobody minds the omission l
of the duet between Zerlina and Leporello,
which 1s almost alwavs cut from stage productions !
and probably wasn't set to music by lozart him- “
self. But it was rather jolting to hear a "Don
Giovanni" that was missingghalf of the overture,
"Non iii Dir," "ii Lradl,' Dalla Sua Pace," the
entire final scene, and some hunks of rccita~ ///
tive that have no mU51cgl merit but are important
to the developementof the plot. ‘ »(

The thing that impressed me about the gen-_
eral staging of the opera was this: no matter how—
old-fashioned or melodramatic certain things in
operas may seem to be, any attenpt to alter thenm
creates a disaster of one sort or another. A good
example of thils problewm occurred just after the start of "Don Gio-
vennil Ceare Siepi in the title role made his first appearamnce
eearing a wmask, renoving it after the duel and death of the Com-

mendatore. .laybe NBC though that this mask would cdelude people into
nage




thinking that they were watching "the Lone
Ranger'! But the use of the mask created a
stapre situatior that was impossible to
watceh patiently. Tobody could believe that
Don Giovanni really had so much trouble

b breaking away from Donna Anna that there

: h ] was time to sin- a fairly extended trio

‘) } before Donna inna's father showed up. In

the 6ricinal directlions for the opera, this
scene becomes quite plausible, Don Giovanni
i _ is wearing a large bhat and a flowing
e e R L cape but no mask. He is hidingz his face
S A 3 fron Donna Anna with these garnents, and
it is understandabtle that a woman could
detain for a minute or two a man who has
- only ope hand free, because the other
must e used to keep his features out of
sizht. Besides, this dusiness of the mask
contradicts the description that Donna
Anna later gives of what happened just
before the rise of the curtain. Don Gio-
vanni had come into her home incognito,
she mistook him 1iIn the gloom for her bov
friend, and didn't raise & ruckus until
Q? he started snoggins so vigorously. She
would have spotted the intruder jinstant-
ly as such, if he'd been masked.

——

I didn't 1like the handling of the statue. llaybe it was nore ef-
fective in color, But on black and white, the statue looked like a
shapeless gray lump that inspired neither respect or revulsion nor
ave. in the viever, Its ilmmobility in the final moments of the opers
didn't fit very well the striding music that l.ozart wrote for it.

The other ma jor flaw of this production involved the lightinc.
Televison programs are apparently lighted on the assumption that
viewers will call the repair shop if faces appear so dark,so it's
hard to distingulsh between a nighttine and a daylicht scene on the
screen, This is particularly bad in the case of "Don Giovanni) where

. so .much of the plot depends on poor visibility in_certain scenes:the
. opening scene that I have alr .dy mentioned, SN
the long sequence in which everyone mistakes g K
Don Giovanni for Leporello becaluse they've ex~/ +
changed hats and coats, the uncertaintv in the f; j
graveyard's moonlisht over the question of f st
whether the statue really nodded its head, - \ @%

I thought that the opera was sung
for the most part quite vell, Cesare ;
Siepil in the title role got off a per- =
formance of the champagne arlia that ;
would be something to remember, where#
ever heard, and James Pease was a _i
marvelous Leporello, one who actuallyy
sans, the tole instead of hamaing it u
Judlith Taskin displayed such a re- ./
markable talent for looking alter- =~ .
natelyv encrv and happy that I almost N
forr.ot to pay attention to the way she was singing Zerlina. The rest
of the cast didn't equal their excellence. Leontyne Price sounded fran'
scared and her Donna Annavasn't vhat she is capable of doing.

continued on pare {9
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Howard Phillirs Lovecraft of providence, R.I. was without doubt the
most unusunl literary "character" of his time as well as one of its
~reatest writers of supernatural horror storles. Born of parents
vho were both nmental cases he was broucht up in & sheltered, un~
healthy atmospherce which unfortuantely last allof his life. Poor
health kept him indoors a great deal of the titie and this naturally
turned him awey fron the usual actlvtles of his kind.

Tywrouzh endless reading he educated himself alonc unusual
lines. Ile developed an early taste for fantasy, a life-long inter-
cst in sclence and a love of the 18th century and his netive Vew
inglend scene, Frowm Lord Dunsay, Poe, Zierce, and others as vell as
from his own dreamns, he learned the vriting craft. Correspondance
with a host of friends provided him with his most lastins pleasure
and need for human contacts.

He traveled a little,wrote a little, and died in comparative
obscurity. Less than 100 stories bare his name as author and less
than 50 saw publication during his short lifetime. To the casual
cbserver H.P.Lovecrait may not seem very important or interesting,
but to his many friends, correspondants, and readers he was and is
a legendary figure of ever lncreasing stature. Since hss death his
tales of horror have been printed nnd reprinted many times.

.08t of the credit for this wnust go to Aucust 7. Derleth who
has done nore for Lovecraft's reputation than all the rest of his
friends ‘put together. But the stories themselves remain as HPL's
createst claim to fame., He saw horrors from bevond the grave and
beyond time and space as no oebher author..ever digd. He-created a
world peopled by the most hidegus creatures ever dreamed of in
fiction. HP Lovecraft wlll take his place among the immortals of:
fantasy fiction.

The Cthulhu Myths of HPLovecraft is the framework(a rather |
elaborate one) for all of his upernatural fiction. I eesence it:
is quite siample. In actuval usage 1t 1is a pnderous and clumsy ex-:
planation of things that should be left: to the reader's imagination.
It is the one majoy flaw in Lovecraft's #ork. Ibds similarity to the
fall of man in The Dible is at once apparent. 0

In the din ages before man evolved a race of Super Seings
lived on the earth and ruled it but throufh evil practices they
vere imprisoned by the IZlder Gods and put under the spell of the,
elder sign. Cthulhu sleeps in his house in R'lyth;.logsothoth lurks
outside time, and so on, Only man can release them .frem their bon-
dee by sercery. l.any attenpts are made in the stories of Love=
craft ‘and others. :ilan is doomed by his ignorance and almost ecm-
plete lack of weapons for defence, So far all.-is simple, but then
the Super DBeings.and their followers besin to. multlplv (hv a half
doeen writers) into a regular hoard of Slinj, hidious entities

They take on a definite shape and form and therefore auch of
their 1mpact .is dulled by familiarity. Lovecraft and his followers
vent too far in- explalnlnb avay “Hofrors that should have remained
vague. The best.of. the llevw Jnfland harrar. sthles only contain hints
of unnamable things beyond time and space. "In the Vault" and "The
Outsider" do not rightly belong to the llyths at all.
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continued fron page

They don't fit into the pattern. That monumental s-f classic, "The
Colour Out of Space" is one of the best examples of Lovecr7*'s
storles, Its strange, unexplalned blisht froa the stars is Iar cry
from the elaborate and longwinded "At the ilountains of (adrz--", o
put it bluntly the Cthulhu liyths are and alwavs was a conplicated
(but fascinating) failure., His later stories suffered from it. But
in spite of all this the pgreat man never wrote a really bad hor-

o story., He had sreat talent and skill in the use of words, s ¢
vriter of horror stories he had no peer in his day. At his worst h
vas merely wordy. At his best he approached true uenius.
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"Don But lot forrotten contlnued fron pag.e

out I admire the courare of the producers in casting her in the role
et the risk of alienating immediately the South's televiewers. Al-
nost all of the opera was performed at too fast a pace. It was add-
ed insult to the injury when a voice was .clearly audible, just Le-
fore the start of one scene, calling.out: "Now, we've rotta do this
fast. ;
-30-

///~A remarkable contrast to end these two totally uncomparable art-
icles on the same page, but T feel both of them were of interest to
all concerned. ish I knew sowmethinc about opera so I could comuent
on Harry's wrticle. All T can say' about Peter's is that "The Colour
Ou1 uf Space ranks as my favorlte bit of Lovecraft.-/
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by Harion Z. Bradley
WUREKA!

No, I haven't solved the riddle of the ages, But the other evening,
whlle paging my way through Damon Knight's In Search of Wonder , it
suddenly dawned on me -~ he enswer to the questlon “which plavueo

all g-f readers, and all s-f and fantasy lovers, from time to time,

The question - why does one person like s-f, and another person hat:
it? What is the serious psychological difference between fan and
non-fan? What is it that makes the s-f reader defend his favorite
literature variously as escape enjoyment, extrapolative delight,

the fun of seeing the future, whlle the non-reader shudders at

"that morbid futuristic horror stuff?”

And suddely I had the answer;
The sQf and fantasy reader DOES NOT FEAR THE UNKNOWN,

It has been staring me in the face all my life, 1My mother, an
otherwise intelligent, well-~educated and fairly broad-minded voman,
interdicted WEIRD TALES and Boris Karloff movies for fear they
would "scare'" me, and tsk-~tsked over my liking for Rider Haggard
and Sax Rohmer as "morbid,! And I have never forgotten an incident
of my sisteenth Christmas, I had received the classic Dracula as a
gift, being too old to be denied my choice of books, and sat un-
der the tree that evening, nibbling on a candy cane and devouring
the pages, oblivious. She entered the room, stared, shook her head,
and remarzed on the incongruity of the scene - the beautiful llbht~
ed tree, her golden- headed daughter like an angel in a new pink
dressing~gown, and in innocous candy cane -"and that horrible, hor-
rorfying booki"

Even then I felt it as a great uncrossable gap between us, for I
felt no horror in the pages of the book, I explored the world of
Dracula, the coffins, the Undead, the Sinister Count, the gallant
men, and pnitiful Lucy and Courageous lMina, with wonder and suprise
ard a little sadness, but without a single chill of fear or morbiu
sensation,

Most people seem to believe that those who read Poe, Lovecraft and
the like - and they usually toss in science fiction as well - do

so out of a morbid desire to experience a cold chill of vicarious
fear. As for me, I can say in honesty that no so-called horror stcry
has ever given me a moment of fear, Suprise, ves, Wonder; astonis! -
nent; frequently (as in Poe's "The Pit and the Pendulum") a very
real compassion for the victim because of his terror, But never
have I felt any personal horror. Yhy should I? It's only a story.
To me, it i1s the height of perversgse neuroticism - to be frighten~d
by a book, or a movie, People who can be scared by ptint on paper
fictional print, that is - are really out of touch with reality.

What I do feel 1s the lure of the unknown; the gasp of wild surmise;
the astonishment and delight in a new idea,
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£11 this runs far afleld frcm science fiction, But the other day,
having read(at my rsquest, since 1 have a high regard for her 1lit-
crary judgement) one of my near-future science fiction stories,

my mother confessed simply that the stcry had gcared her ~ because
it seemed, in these days of satellites and moon rockets, too hor-
rorfyingly real tc contemplate,

I was suprised and rather puzzled until I suddenly remnembered; for
the mass audience, even the soberly documentary "Day the Earth Stood
Still" was billed, on the movie houses, as a LQrror movie,

And then it dawned on nme;
To the average person, the UNKNOWN, in itself, IS HORROR.

Be it vampires, split personality, moon rockets, telepathy, the

life after death, or the unexplored mountains of the Andes, all these
things are lumped together as horror - siuply because and soley be-
cause they are unknown.

Their reaction to these things is not curiosity. It is not wonder,
suprise, or a desire to explore the matter further, Their reaction
1s fear - ranging from simple distaste to stark terror.

This is why science fiction can reach a mass audience only when it
treats of the unknown as TH® HORRIBLE, When it takeg that fear into
account; it plays on it; capitalizes on 1t,

And to the fan, to the s-f and fantasy lover who delights in the un-
expected, the unforeseen, that equation of the unknown with horrihle
ig in itself a horror, Which also explains why mass-audience s~ do.
not sell to fans, and vice~versa.

The curious thing is, that we who love the unknown are not lmnmune to
horror, Eut ay horror 1ls reserved for the known. I feel horror wh=n
I reac¢ of jJjuvenile gang-~wars in Harlem, or marijuana addiction amonr
the "beat generation." I feel horror when I see a girl of fourteen

solemnly married to a boy ol seventeen and her parents sighing witn

relict o5 the lknowldege that "now she can't get herself into tiovhle,"
I fee! stark inconceivable horror when I “ead that the conecsntr-roo
of strontiun 20 in the atmosphere will reach a dangerous level In

the foreseeable future, I feel absolute maniac terror when I seec a
boy of fifteen at the wheel of a hot-rod, driving 93 miles an hcur .
a school zone,

Vamnpires and spaceships, even if real, could never hold for me the
terror vhich I have for these things. I reserve uy shudder of hor-
ror for a world which calls Draculs wmorbid and turns aside to per-
‘ Gdna Turner's love letters to a hoodlum Jjust murdered by her

e daughte

L L L L L T R L
The 1ast two paragraphs express my opinions quite well, ALtnana
T have never been "scared" by any horror story I have rcead, there
have peen s=2veral with the element of suspense that played upon ry
nerves, clitlher caousing me to pause and reason things out or elss Lo d
ny interes® to the sextent that puttiag the book away for the niglt qas
painful, Hotables on this 1ist irncluie: Dracula, A Stln of Echo,“ tv
Richard Matheson, and She Power L: Franﬁ Robinson, The only mov.: was
"The Invasion of the Bcdy Snatelicrs,” I'm sure this article couid
open the doorways of discussion cven as the MAD interview has done.
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A man once came to the earth,

He came to the earth from lars.
He stood in the traffic,
Ancd looked so ~iraffic,

hat people zot out of thgir cars.
N\

é;

///This pisce of
verge 1is the
first science -
fiction ever writ-:
ten By Lloyd Bigzle. It o-
riginally appeared in a schoo
naper and was contributed oy
the author. It was written at
the age of nine. ZTven then a ,
rreat in the s-f field was pro-
ducing good science fiction./
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(}> ]:[ [l by Raleiéh Multog

The pain was becoming more intense, It had been gquiet at first.
Peaceful, lying there., With nothing but a white wall around hin
when he opened his eyes, But he liked to keep them closed. The
derk was nice, Soococoo nice! He yawned!,

Ouch! That pain was coming back again, It was a strange pain,
It had fisrt started to be troublesome when the white wall around
him had trembled a bit and he had heard a grinding, sound as if a
piece of the white wall had been torn away. It had always been thus,
Here in this space inside the white wall,

Whoops! There the pain had started again, -He tried to commun-
icate with his brothers in their white walls, but.they were of no
assistance to him. It was the first time that any one of them had
had any pain before and.they were at a loss to explain it,

Then a warm liquld came flowing around his white wall, He
could sense it before it finally seeped into where he was. The
pain was intense, Then he began to grow groggy. This wasn't the
sort of sleep that he had been used too, This was something else,
He sensed it and felt afraid, His brothers started to call to him,
But his hearing grew bad. He dosed!

Then all senses of awareness bezgan to fad€.seeesssslackness
closed in..essesssthen all of a sudden one horrible pain, The white
wall quivered. There was a sense of fallinZ......then silencei ...

"You got. it, Doc? Gee, what an ache that was, I hated to lose
it, My first one you know,"

"I know m'boy, but I couldn't have saved tooth if I'd tried.
T S S '

Germs vou know., How even one can get inside a tooth and then..."

"Well so long, Doc, send me a bill will you?"

"Sure, son, Goodnight."
SRS EOHEHHOOROOHRER R R e
W FIRECRACKLR

by James W, Ayers

It was a new spaceship, all right
That the aliens sent far out of sight,
With only a little light
And exploded right in the middle of
: Night.
.i- H‘*%**‘ *w—w&%*n -:H‘ Ok T O T R el b R L R T R R Rt SR i e e T T ke A
/Z/It 11 be interesting to not how many readers follow my exa
and get only the surface meaning of the two preceeding pieces,
than having to reread them and get the underlying fact, The shoi -
ghort by Raleigh Multog is another NJZF Manuscript Bureau procurr: g
by Art Hayes. I have another Ray lNelsdn piece from the same sou.,:c
for the next issue, It is a short story entitled "Fireside Gathe:i;
I'l1l wrap this page up with some more quotable quotes.-/Z[.
e e S S B e S S S e S e S S S SRS A S S S S e A R S S I e S A S IS 3 I S e RS R 3R 93
There are four varietieg in society; the lovers, the ambitious, ob-
servers, and fools, The fools are the happiest.,'"--Taine.

Men are led by trifles,~-~-Napoleon,
page le



OTHER
PCETRY N
by Ray Nelson¥

The human heart's been caged in verse
mhrougn all recorded tlme.

The cage has not been always wmade

Of rythem, meter and rhyme,

The Japaneese, for instance, cound their syllables wlth care,

Real meter is impossible and rhyme too easy there,

The French use complex rkyme~scemes that in Engllish sound too
cute,

Two sentenceg combines were sung wlth anclent aryan lute,

If, withln the famlly of man, the muse can ohange dlagulse,
What strange unthinkable poatry awalts beyond the ckles?
On other worlds, rourd other suns, how are ithe Lhrssgsasung,
Of Allen emoticna and life in Alien thought and hengue?

How hag that far uwn~human heapt pefleeted God and Love...

Cr are there even words like thet @n ether sphersa abgve?

And do they speak with asundsg er o they sreak with danse

Iike Hindug and Hawaiiang, liks Lae hess and iiks the anﬂg?

Or have they found another way of which we've never dreamed

To cross the brldge wwixt soul and soul that always tracikless
seamed?

Semeflines, when 10@’4“5 af the astapa, I heppr ghat.-aonglesys seng,
That rythemless rybocn aad rhyneleas rhyme, that feeling subtly
VEONE ¢

And Hddenlv each sgltar 13 sepeaning twlsted roiten thinga,
Of madwen's gods and more than gods; of drug~drunk viaslena ef

vinge

Of horror~filled pits of time and space vhere all man becomes

The meaningless march of worms through dung and wrongly added
SUILS &

O0f terror older than the Earth and how the Veil was torn

By Things that crept the endless dark before the stars were
horn,

Of Beauty too, and that's thw worst! One glimpse will drive you
mad,

And nmake you seek forever in vain what no man ever had,

I block my ears and shut my eyes

And bury my face in Earth,

But nothing can still and nothing can kill
The Heaven's silent mirth:

+ Obtﬂznef hroud h Xft Hmv es from the NFFn Mandscrﬁpt Bureau.
B ST SR 0 SRR SR IR0 0 S0 S SE S S T S 38 6
I am not one of those who do not believe in love at first sight, but
I believe in taking a second look,--H. Vincent,

Affections, like the conscience, are rather to be led than drawn; and
'tis to be feared, they that marry where they do not love, will love
where they do not marry,--Fuller,

Onz and God makes a majority.--Frederick Douglass,
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MW ommer

by ALAN DODD

Haomwmwmers On

Since I wrote the first part of thisstudy of Hammer Films, the
makers of horror, a number of additional points of interest have
come to light which should be added to the previous article on then,
As film studios are in the habit of changing titles all the time, =
film often has a "working title" which is changed before the film
is actually released. Such was the case with STRANGLERS OF BENGAL.

The new title for this film is THE STRANGLERS OF BOMBAY, but
what the significant difference is only Hammer can say. The story
as I may have mentloned concerns possibly the first true "Murder,
Inc.”"~ The Thugs. In India the legend has it the Goddess Kalil
fought a demon fronm hell and cut and slashed the detion till it died
but from each drop of blood there sprang a new demon to battle Kal-
and from each drop of thelr blood further demons came. It was only
when Kali discovered she could kill the demons by strangling with
a silk scarf that the evil was averted. In the years to come then,
the followers ofthe religious sect of Kall only ever killed by
gtrangulation. In the film this is shown by means of a silk scarf =
in real life a Thuggee cord with two strategically placed knots was
often used., In additionstrangulation or garroting with a silk scarf
is by no means the easyProcess Hammer shows it in their film. It is
a short gpace of time as is shown in the film., The real Thugs al-
ways killed with three against one - two were "handlers" who held
the victim's arms while the third sho was more advanced in the de-
grees of the sect did the actual strangling.

It is a matter of crim-
inal fact that during the British reign in India the Thugs killed
over one million people - whole caravans, whole villages, whole fam-
ilies =~ thls was the wmost incredibly evil murder sect ever discover-
ed, it was passed from grandfather to father to son and onward in
complete lines each following the stranglers' path., All valuables
were given to the Priests of Kalli as sacrifice, as well as a few
bodies and other sundry items. Throughout India mass graves hid
hundreds of bodies and there was a vast conspiracy of silence among
the inhabitants to say anything against the Thugs - after all, who
knew who was a Thug and who wasn't? It was only through the devious
work of one British officer there at the time that the British army
over several decades succeeded in finding the blood lines that ran
the sect and succeeded in wiping them out. lMany died before they
succeeded though,

This, then, is the material that Hammer had to vo -t
with forSTRANGLERS OF BOMBAY - a misleading title because the str ig-
lers canme from everywhere and not merely from the city of Bombay -
or indeed Bengal as the former title would have you believe, What
then 1s the result? With an hour and a half film it doeg little but
skim the surfaceand the ending looking forward to a one day destruc-
tion of the Thugs is hopefully put but rather unsatisfying to the
viewer,
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What then is left for Hammer? The ingredients of the story are
all there - many of the facts - but they have Just not dug far e-
nough! Multliple murder is more vast, the scale is bigger than the
mere village that 1s mentioned in the film. True - there are the
standard gory trappings. .of all Hammer Films -~ the two Thugs who fail
and rob for themselves 'have their eyes burnt out woth a red hot wire,
their tongues cut out - the officer's servant had his hand severed at
the wrist and it is then wrapped up in cloth and thrown into the or-
ficer's dinner table while he is in another room entertaining guests -
later all three of these unfornunates are strangled, one by his own
brother, The officer is staked out on the ground with a cobra lurch-
ing after him, till a mongoose of his former servant goes after it.
Take a note of this sequence ~ i1t is the only one not filmed in Eng-
land and there is a story behind it.

Firstly the Royal Society for
the preventlion of Cruelty to Ani-
mals forbade the use of any film
beins made here of a mongoose kill~
ing a2 ‘cobra, for in almost all ;
cas2s it is indeed the mongoose P27 Rt
that does the killing rather than é
the cobra, Hammer contacted a stu-
dio in Ceylon and they agree to film
the sequence which lasts for about
two minutes for a fee of six hundred
dollars, It is effective but if you
examine the scene you will find the
mongoose attacking the cobra doesn't match,
the mongoose seen in the other scenes
It is bigger, and one suspects much ¢ 28
older than the almost baby one seen 1nf%rw-:4#”
earlier scenes, b i

- In addition to the gore there 1s one
beauteous native girl played by Marie Deveraux, on of
the foremost - and I mean foremost young English figure ‘ models,
Having seen the virtually frontless dress she wears in her brief
appearnces in the film, you'll know what I mean, She is a
female Thug and it would be a pleasure to be strangled by E}V her
any day of the week, For her, the cobra and the scene in which the
stiff British officer awakes to find himself in a camp filled with
what he thinks are sleeping bodles,but are all strangled bodies, the
film 1s worth seeing., Suprisingly you will find the film is in black
and white rather than the lush colour of former Hammer Films.

Take note
too of the scenes where the caravans and the travellers and horsemen
and troops are travelling along the road with hills and foliage in
clumps around them, this 1s supposed to be India but I assure you it
was taken in a sand-pit less than forty miles from where I live, The
sarz sand-pilt is to Hammer what that dreary box canyon:-is to Holly-
wood horror film producers - convenlent, Of course, there are a few
pigig%c trees and shiny large~leafed plants but it's a sand pit all
7o ]

THE SAN SIADO KILLINGS is the Hammer Horror western which por-
trays the Western hero as he really is with no white washing - in
this the hero shoots his opponents in the back as we know so many
western "heroes" did, It is much legs effort and a much surer way of
being certain the opponent doesn't kill him. Filming is in Spain
where most British westerns and outdoor epics are made these days,
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Christopher Lee is in THE TWO FACES OF DR. JEKYLL but he plays
the lover of the wife and not Dr., Jekyll suprisingly. This role goes
to Canadian actor Paul Massie and reverses the Jekyll-and~Hyde thene
for in Robert Louise Stevenson's story it was the evil that came out
when the drug was used by Dr, Jekyll - in this story Dy, Jekyll is the
ugly one and when ‘he diugs himself, it-ds the new and handsome Mr,
Hyde that emerges. A true switch of the old theme,
Apart from HELL IS
A CITY which was filmed in the northern town of Manchester as a drams
ratrcr than stralght horror we then come to the very latest in the
Hammer Horror filméfn one that is currently being made,
BRIDES OF DRAC-
ULA will not have Count Dracula in it alt all, As you remember he died
hideously in the previous Hammer film and being no Phoenix he cannot
be resurrected ence again., However Dracula is dead.,..but obviously
his disciples 1live on, He had to get the blood of one for every night
for six hundred years to stay alive that long - 1t stands to reason
that there must be quite a few of them around by now -~ even allowing
for those who were caught by sunlight, stakes through. the heart - and
of course each of those had to malke further converts to stay alive,

Why~~~almoétfén§bedy out there might be one. .- . .

MIGHTN'T THEY??...
~30~
B e B R R R R e TR

MARTTAN ROBOT'S PLAINT

I wish that I could return to- Mars,
'Cause my legs are rusting here;

To heck w1th trains and gas-=fed cars
And this humid atmosphere,

Back on the reddish plains I could
Runlike mad in the dust,
_ But all I can 4o on Earth is brood
: ¢+ And slowly turn to rust,

: ==Mark R, Curilovice-

B R T L = %

Jim was driving down a street when he gaw another car coming
right at Him., After the crash Jim didn't see any other people and
got scared because he thought he was dead., Hé was really frighten-~
ed wrtil he saw a min walk by him, He felt eve safer when a second
man walked by, He didn't feel so hot, though, when the third man
walked throu&h him.

--J.P.Android--
%%*%%%*#%%%*%w%%*%%%%*%%*%%%%%*%#%%**%%%*%%*%1*%*%%%**%ww%%%%m- S 30309
[/7~I'm sure Alan Dodd's sequel will go over with everyone as well
as hig first article did, Again the mystetrious J.P.Android makes I’
appearnace in The MAELSTROM, As of yet no one has discovered his i-
dentity.

Mark's poem about the Martian robot makes me wonder if he
was inspired by one of Mel Hunter's paintings from F&SF depilcting the
adventures of "the last man." A beuatiful series of paintings by
Hunter, who 1is undeubtably the best pro artist for '59,.-

SANDERSON for TAFF: SANDERSON for TAFF: SANDERSON for TAFF! S. for T
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By Jerry Page

In The IIAELSTROM ,3, there appesared an interview between John
Pesta and Jerrv Defuccio, assocliate editor of IAD, The first part
of the article was 1ntereuting, even entertaining, but falrly milcd
fHowever, at the bottom of page 16 there was a question asked by
John Pesta that got an answer that I think deserves a good, strong
genouncement,

The question was thiz: Vhy did so many artists (Elder, Wood,
& Davis p“lmarily) leave lIAD when Kurtzman left?

And the answer? I quote: "A rood nany of them thouzht Xurtzman
was a rod, that he could do no wrong. They'd follov him anyvhere --
look what it gotthem! Davis has done a few album covers for RCA Vic-
tor and some comics for Atlas....A page of comic art zets 20. If
Jeck wvere here, he'd get 125 and have sure vwork.,"

Now in the first rlace, Elder, 'ood aud Davis are NOT starving,
and from whet I've seen, I'. sav they have vpretty sure work, Davis,
in addition to those album covers(wvhich pro.ebly netter him a very
neat sum) has sold cartoons to PLAYBOY and ESQUIRE, two of the finest
and highest paving markets around, He also illustrates the new hor=-
ror mar, SHOCK, Poor old starving “iallace 7ood is slavino away (for
a, few paltry pennies, no doubt) in GALAXY and IF and suflering fronm
the thousht that he has no steady vork othcr than that --- 1f wou
discount his dailwy conic strip ””kv llasters! And in perhaps the
saddest state of them all, poor ola Bill Flder 1is hacking out draw-
ings for as poor a paving market as the Saturday Evening, Post. (An
unreliable jol if there ever was one.)

And Kurtzonan?

Defuccio describes Kurtzman with these remarks: "Kurtzman had
no systen at all. IIAD would be dead 1if Harvey had kept it much lons-
sr." One of IHE'S Chicago writers was bousht by PLAYBOY ~(this a-
bout the famous "short-lived satiric pulp" comment in TIME - that
was the time when Kurtzman left IIAD to oput out TRUIP for 50¢ a
copy for PLAYBOY.

Yep, Harvey Kurtzman, poor soul, folded two magazines; TRULP
and HUMBUG., The fact that HUIBUG was a8 poorly distribute as any
mauaZLDe ever was has little to do with 1t; it .vas entirely Kurtz-
nen's lack of organization. For, although, Defuccio does not say
that outright, the implication is there.

But, Kurtzman does have that stigma of having folded two aar-
azines, and row he's forced to turn out best sellinz books for ZALL-
ATINE (h rver Kurtzman's Jungle Book)and hock out articles for PLAV-
BOY and TV GUIDZ at a mere thousand dollawrs hasic pavment per ( and
I'm villing to bet that he got better than the basic rate for PLAY-

ar
-

Now then, there's the part about Feldstien being more orgenized
than Kurtznen. He sure 1s organized - and fermulated too., ile has eve
joke on hand that IIAD will use for the next ten vears., That's bte-
cause thery wvere all originated by Xurtzman.

nare af



Then 1IAD bhecame a slick (with /24, I believe)nit,ceaovd to be
funny. The strain was evident in the first issue. While highly a-
musins, it failed to create the same raucus guflfaws the comic created.
KuruZdﬁn did two or three 1ssues, then, with apbarent dispgust at the
way _2.D vas being prostituted into a formulated heckzine of slick
drivel, left., Feldstiein took over and did a conpetent, professions’,
well formulated and unoriginal(not to mention unfunnys job, It be-
catle a potpouri of catch phrases and repitition; as a comic it had,
I'm willing to bet, a higher average age-level among its audlence
than it now has. It dropped the comic format and adopnted the policiles
of conmic publishing against which EC had so valiantly and so reward-
incly crusaded heretofore. (And I'll be the last person to knock
SHOCK ILLUSTRATED, which was edited by Feldstein., A very good job.)

Wnat about Kurtazmen? TRULIP was a poor idea, even 1f it was a fun-
ny nasazine, It came out as too great an advancement over IZAD, It v
funny, it had a quality format, and above all else, it was totallw
dult., IIAD has never appealed to a totally adult audience. There wa
no ready made auvdlience for TRUIIP, and it had been budzgeted in such o
way that they could not afford to create one,

So, along came HUMBUG. I den't know how long HULMBUG lasted; a
couple of yaers certainly, But it those two years it coupletely out-
strinped MAD in laughs. The cowmic took format and the slick format
had been compromnlsed and the result was a hook thet wes nelther,
Rurtznan had total freedom and he uzed it., The men who worked for hin
were having far more fun{ and fewer ulcers) than thev could ecpect
working for EC,

HUIBUG and TRUP both hit just after the Amerccan News Co. folcd”
ed, disolving the one rellable distribution empire in Awmerica. That
loss hurt magazines all over, even !MAD, The first or second new~sizec
MAD was Torced to change dsitributors, and if I receall correctlv, too
a terrific loss. However, they had decided on the lowest common de-
nolinator and push at all cost(the cost being the editorial gusto and
intellectual honesty they had had under Kurtzman) policy and mana”
to withstand that.

TRU:IP, 20 far as I know was distributed well. But Kurtzman's own
HUMBUG was not, It sold, originally for 15¢ but it didh't reach many
citlies, A large portion of it was text, not illustrations. The i1llus-
trated features were often too subtle for the teenaged market(and far
too funny.) Kurtzman assumed he was bdeins read by adults(MAD and Pogc
vere liked by the same crowd vwhen IIAD vas & comic book) and wrote
for adults.

As a result, he lost his nass narket, For, HULIBUG could have
well, 1if KUTbuLmn had used the same jokes, 1in every satire; if he
preferred AD's 'Three 3tooges' level of humor to his own which con-
pares mare with Jack Paar, But he 4id none of those things. Instead
ne turned out two failures., But they did not insult the intellizencc
of their readers,

e e B e e b R e e e e b R e e e e R A S e A S SR R e R e A A 3 3 SR Ak e
Don't think of school as a drag, man: Think of it as an sscape in-
to unreality from the daily =x in of pod-partices, dates, dances, dra
cars and other assorted oddwt'es labled as heins fun,.
~=B1ll Niemeyer-.
Uncalled for excuses are practical confessions.--C. Simmons.

)...
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! Curses, Threats, & Raves ]

IEDD BOGGES Thanks for MAELSTROM ‘%, which arrived the
2209 Highland Place, NE other day. The back page was hanging on for
Iinneapolis 21, liinn. dear life when the mazazine was thrust into

the maillbox; you'd better get some lon:er
staples into the magazine back-to-~front, or you'll be losing a bur
of coples. [/7—1 learned the hard way with thish—[/7 The magazine
could be more neatly produced, but at least it is mostly legible &
quite cleanly stenciled. The pages seem to be newsprint but are olc
as far as offset and showthourgh are concerned., I'd suggest some co
ored paper for covers to brighten things up a little. Readability
could be increased by skipping aline between paragraphs, and a bit o°F
planning wouvld enhance the appearnace of the contents and advertisines
page. The biggest falw of this issue, so far as I can see, is in thle
artwork and headings. Your artists like Jim Blecher seem competent®.
but their efforst are rulned by the poor stenciling job. You seem to
need a good shading plate, a signeture plate, a stylus or two, and &
lettering guide. I enclose a sicnature plate. [//-¥hich is graciou-’
and gratefully receivednl/y Your hand-lettered headings such as thoc.
for "Man "Tith A Secret'" showed up better than those done with that
stencil~guide. If you can't get a regular lettering-guide, I'd sugre
trying typed headings with borders to set them off, These often look
very attractive. Headings that split the text, such as those for "I he
llachine" should always be avoided. ++++ Aong the material, "Madlw
Interviewed" is by far the most interesting item. This is certainl-
well done and informative, even though I have 1little interest in tic
curvent IIAD, 0ddly enough, you falled to provide this item with a by
line and thus deprived the writer, John Pesta, of a lot of egoboo.
[//=1 figured the average reader would easily derive the authorshiwn
since it was mentioned several times throughout the zine. Had no i~
tentions of slighting John in any way-/// Dodd's article on Hammer
films was okay, and so was the editorial, but nothing else came close
to the MNMAD interview., +++ The SFA organization sounds promising. lou
seem 1o be bringing a lot of unknowns into the fan field - which, Foo
knows, can stand a lot of new blood. But I wonder if the title of
club 1s accurate? Judgin from the contents of IMAELS, you are interc .
in MAD Magazine, comics, flying saucers, horror films, and amatuer
rocketry, but not in science fiction. Aren't any neofen interested
any more who Anthony Gilmore is? Or, for that matter, in who sawed
Courtney's boat?

Llovd Bigsle Jr, HAELSTROM ;'3 was a most agreeable suprise. It is a
well-kalanced issue, interesting and informative., Few of these "fan-
zines" have come mny way, but those I have seen have left nme deeply
impressed -- no, dowvmright aweOstruck -~-not merely by the gencral
quality of the contents, which is usually commendable; nor by an un-~
derlying intense serlousness of purpose, which is perhaps to be expr-ct
ed; but also by the overvwhelming labor of love that these "zines" r
present. I doubt that such can e fully appreciated by anyone who has
not at sone time functioned simultaneously as production manager, ci:
culation manager, advertlsing manager, general editor and financial
backer of such a "publication." +++tIt interests me that the thought-
level of the articles in these "zines" 1s measurably higher than thai
of fictiou. ///-~A debatable point, Sire, especially if A Taste of



Fire is. consldered in the controversymﬁ/y I g referring here to sub
ject matter, mot how well a-plece may be, orifiay™pot, be written. Fc.
haps young (or amatuer) writers are nsturally wore. mature in handlinc
non-fiction, Or wperhaps this observation meeesly reflects the fact thet

my own exclugive interest is filction. Anyway, I found the articles in-

teresting. The two pleces of fiction were spoiled for me by the fact
that.. I_knoew almost at once what would happen; and spolled for me a s

cond time by the fact that what did happen turned out to be precisel-
vhat I know would happen. 7ell, I have read 4,000 million words of I
tion , '"new" fiction plots, or even twists, are hard to come by, and
one mark of the professional writer is his abilitv to take a much-wor:
fiction situation and wmake of it something bright, and fresh, and un-
expected. [/ynl'm curious to know how one author reacts to the storiss
prodiced by nls contemporaries; or 1s that treading on sacred groun’ 4
snd as e footnote to justice, be it noted thet stories in the b1
nagazines too frequently are spoiled for me in exactly the same way.

h Q2
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Merion Z. Bradley+rIn eneral I found IAELSTIRCII e very interesting fan-

zine. Your miaeograpvhing was nicely done; I used mimeograph on newvs -
print bought by the nound from the local newspaper office, (something
like 35¢ & ream) and got very good results, but never this good: I
don't entirely acree with vour editorial, as it happens; I enjoved the
film of JOURNEY-TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH so much that T rushed out
and bousht the ook, and was --- well, not precisely disappointed, *
inpossible with Vernce, but a little let down. Perhaps I was expect

a little wmore color and comedy. But I did enjoy Alan Dodd(who alwe;
writes entertainingly)'on Hanmier's horror...aluost as much as I en v
e& the films themselves. ///-Do vou realize what vou said, Iliz Brad-
Yev? A trufan is supposed to scorn the films of today and abhor"Dccl'
dannable film reviews." Perhaps, we are the fortunates, with the nc*
so-narrov ninds who can enjoy more than one asnect of the genre-//,

I will pnass over the poetry without comnent, for which you should
probebly thank me fulsomely,(Just walt till you read what the fazanis:
fans have to say about then.)r+++ The liike Deckinger story was..cr...
well...franklyv, I deeply dislike this sort of sadistic notion. I know
l1like 1is & dreat admirer of the Prosser artwork, which I am not; I do
knowv whether yvou are a reader of Gregg Calkins' OOFPSLA, but for ne,
Walt "illis defined Prosser admirably as a chap wvho is, like all of
us, prev to certain 1little nasty thou-hts, but sits down to imnmortal
lze them with his excellent and »nainstaking talents under the impress:
thet they are vast and earthsheking discoveriles. Actually, theyv are
siaply poor in taste, and thet lilke's considerable talents could be
better emploved. Actually, what 1s so interesting in the notion ol an
operation where the patient feels all the pain...except that it's one
of humanity's worst nightnares? They storv bothersd we ~- which is an
indication that Illke has talent enoush to maks me crinse instead of
zigsling as I usually do at juvenile "horror stories”" -- but it also
left a 8lightly nauseous taste in oy wouth,rr++rI couldn't make head o
tail out of"The Silence Group'" so nlease don't expect me to commen: of
it.=++rfl an not "juaping on" ilike -~ I like the zuy. But I do nct 1lik
this Zind of thing -~ by anvone, even Robert Bloch.t+++ I 1lilke the ps
"The Visitors" 0ddly enough. I very much enjoyved the article on IAD.
All the ZC cotiics fans will hate me, but frankly I wish comics bhad v
been invented and I wouldn't grieve if they all vanished forever.,
all, think of the nood books neople might be reading. Even the fes
maining fiction wmrazines are switching to large type and less print b
cuase thenew generation of readers wants a lot of PICTURES and sometl

[ Ak
to read fast.Thev von't take tiule to read novels ~ and as a noveliszt
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1'm prejudicedi I don't want t> cenzor the comizs -- I sinply think
people are ~ettin too lazv to read, and comics are rcsponsible.

I'd su;cest eilther a lettering rnuide or typed headin~s. Techni-
gques of letterins that look very neat in inlz or pencil tend to tear
the stencil Tibers and make shaky letters,++++ Iy very bast wishes
and I haope to see you in Pittshurgh, and perhaps to confirm my le-
cend I'd better reserve one eveninz and have supper #{f¥ on neofans!
///~1'm sure all neos are interested in the "supper with" bit, but
as for the "supper on" -- well that's an hors (d'oeuvre) of a diffe-
rent cola. I hope vour distaste for comics doesn't start a heated
controversy of defen~e by the EC Addicts. I think the snoke fron the
MAD controversy is s:ill thick in the air.-///.

Jac't Cascio The third ish is a very great lmprovement over
401 Zast Central -2, both in repro and nmaterial, For the first
Benld, Illinois time in quite a while, I read a zine from cover

to cover. The IIAELSTROII captured ay interest and
held it till the last page.

Hanmer Tilns is about the BEST producer of horror and/or any other
filas today, Therefore, Alan Dodd's article ~ets first place for nv
money. The interview with Jerry Defuccio of [IAD was very interesting,
but I'm afraid that if IIAD does fail, it will be because of edito-
rial ideas such as his. I'm not takins any sicdes, Kurtzman and TFeld-
stein are both tops as far as Im concerned, bhut the fact reunuwins that
Kurtzman cgreated AD, and try as they will, the will not recapture
the brilliance of those issues he put out., Feldstein is good in hi
field, but he 1is defnitely out of his elenent as the head of IlAD.

I'r. DeFuccio's remark as to some of the EC artists considering
Harv as a cod who could do no wronz is like "calling the pot black."
The way I see it, ir, "D" has no talent ( any ZC fan from way back
could do 100% better), and is in fact Al Feldstein's yves man.

Finally John Pesta's column on the comics, Very good, it would
add to your zinc to have this beogone a regular feature.

/7-I coree . that Hamnmer puts out sone of the top filns today, very
probably the top in the horror genre, but they also do a lot of fast
producing to make a hox office hit., I think I aa safe in saving that
the true horror film =-- the kind that Borils Karloff and his contempo-
raries put their entire being into ~- are gone from the screen. Per-
sonally I'd rather watch SHOCK than most of today's horror films, al-
thougsh I do tryv to see them all; there is always hope.-///

Terry 2lcQuay Recelved a copy of The IIAELSTROIl in the mail this mornin
R.D..*3 Hope you c¢idn't co to too much trouble to get another ons
Auburn, N.Y. for ne. A/ynAttention, Redd Boggy | Here 1s an sxample of
poor stapling.—[/7 As for nyv comaents on the mag, they
are nothing but favorable. The cover was simply wonderful, even tho I
couldn't male out the Goldstein pic on page 2. Your repro is really
coning along fine. Death to those whe sayv otherwise? [/7-Notice,
all cynics, Never argue with a woman.-4/7 I also agreed with you that
"Journey To the Centre of the Zarth" strayed from the book, especiall:
bv putting the girl in there. "But no movie is without glanor' as the
saving goes. I also agree that the best part of the movie was where
the shadow of the sun showed the way, "H For Hammer'" was interesting.
The three poems were very good. Didn't get "Contentment" until I lool-
ed up the word 'sans.' Learn something every day. "ilan "ith A Secr-*"
was very good., Hats off to II, Deckinger. liore of him! Hope to see g
UFO reports by Rudmann. "hile I was reading "The Iliachine" I noticed
the author's nane -- J.P.Android -- and thought it was pretty coin-
cidental being about space and all that. ///-Ue cheated, though. It
vas a pseudonyn, so the coincidence was lost.—é/y. Tthink our nmysters
writer is B.J.P.'s secretary, Tish it were: "lladly Interviewed" vos
also very interesting., "The Visitors"..,.have more of these,
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I would like to place en ad? Doeés anyorne wrant Lo sell their copy of
IIAELS 1% I will payv asking price which must not exceed 50¢g. I be-
lieve,in looking at the cover, the design comes from the story b
Poc entitled, "liyv Descent Into the llaelstron," richt?/ //risht//7.

arty Pahls. Ags a fanzine vour IIAELSTROII has yet a ways. to fo.[/7-
720 Stinaff Is it closer to belns somnething else? llaybe I should
Xent, Ohio chanze will there 1s still timef—[/7 I'm sorry to say
I didn't finish reading it; only the parts you wrote, the Dee 1nt(_-
view, and a few odds mnd ends. Repro was frown passable to quite bad;
the paper vas post wunsuited to mimeo. At least use wimeo paper; and
watch the cutting of the stencils. Some of the pix couldn't be made
out, As to your editorial: the lines at the top scared me for a 10-
ment, and I was avoult to write a nast" diatribe about the evile of
scary literaturc, vhen I noted that this came fron the Bible, Of
course this males everything okev, above board, and maybe a little
uplifting //V-T an excerptlnf at randoin from & long letter Trom larty
concerning his zine, FANFART, ny zine and other aoserted subjects,
stlv connected with ZC., I believe the above reference was a cut at
one comics condemner by the name ol DY, Fredric Vertham, who was so
nave in his condemnation, that he went so far as to say that the
Datman and Hobin cowmlics were unfit for kids because thev tauchtthen
hoosexual relationss/

The attempts at poetry would be best omitted, as would the Gold-
stien art and the 3elcher ditto. Better none at all than this. Alan
Dodd was good -- as usual, I don't see how he can come to lookins at
the trash he does, but he certainly does.it justice in reviewing it,
shewing norerscare .aned. dalent thwh_ipq egnecogtors ever did,

i 1e UFO report was cood for a. couple of lauchs. Thig’*silcnt
croun' sounds pretty sinister, -but I feel certain uf010f18ts may breg
ﬂasﬁij that none of their ra nhs are nembers of any SlleDCU LToun.
///~As I said, there will be varied opinions on the UFO reports.-/' .

The interviev was giute ordinary--same thing has been done sev-
eral times already, with as little positive results. However, you
did introduce the in;o to a new audience, which 1is comnendable, T
talked to Jerry and Alf for some hours this sunmer, and, while the
taelk concerned 1AD, this was about all I could nudge froa then, I.AD
has too nuch 7rey~flannel aroma nowvadays--hurrall for old times when
vou used to be ashamed to ask for it at news tands., Get them off the
subject, though, and they're human again. Of course, they weren't in
tiuch of a "good-old-days" mood, that tine,..

I agree with Jderry On Feldsteins qualities as an editor. Alf has
helped a lot of people, and always scems to feel that orcanization
comes first and he comes second, I am sure he is nuch easier to et
alony with than Harvey. Harvey is an artist, with-allthe peculiari-
ties attached to the artist. He felt the macazine had to glve way
for him. Its two altogether viewpoints: one produces zreat hunecr, th
other an enduring and competent magazine.As a humorist, I feel that
ALlT doesn't rate with Harvey-~though he has vast individual talents
0" nis own, some as ye largely untapped. As an editor, in the ful’
scase, I think hes better.+t++It's a bitter pill for sonme Rurtzos 1
to swallow, but I'm convinced IIAD would have died had Harvev been
at the helm nuch longer--barring Galnes intervention. As it was, he
asked hiaself out, perhaps saving TG the trouble and pain.

Agree all the way with Jerry about SUPERIIAY, He's really zone doo
since T used tc read hinm--niddle and late forties. Tormerlv he was
clever, imaglinative..now it's the same old truck, time after tine.
He has even gotten married, now, I hear..a pity. The Daily Planct's
answer to Brenda Starr, I suppose. Anything to boost the 01d circuls
tion. He was"less bulky and more wiry" in the old davs-~-~does this ha
anything to do with his wmarriaze? Task tsk. I suppose it comes to s
2ll-~A1 Yillianson take note, il -
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anvnorc Tt woulﬂ indeed be ill-advised, ouch as it pains ae to say i
inices nediun has alvavs feascinated ne, and ZC was one of the

ars of its comnstellation.

Tori _ilton I got HAELSTROIL, It's better than 2. The cover
6215 East Gate load was a little nixed up because it's impossible to
Hontington 5, 7. Va. have a whirlpool in space~~or mavbhe it's a whiri-
pool(or tory ,lo, if vou nust) of ether. I haven't been able to fijure

ovt what the figure is to the left of the svaoeship.//ynPerhaps the
"wb1"1~ool” is a vortex of unanchored enerzy swvhirline throuch the
COS 1085 /// b+ The editorial was intere stln;, but I think vou were a
1itt1, hard on the iovie version of “The Journev.."///-Alx 1rnu, Blast
it: 7 cocacede the movie was -ood, Satisfied, monQDCls?«//V”T for Hane
mexr", too, was interesting. I can understand vhy '"The Canp On 3Zlood
Islard" éidn't 0 over too well in Japan. T wish nore of those Hanmaer
movies would come here. "The Flesh and the Fiends" does not seen to
follotw the true story of Surke and Here too closelv. In fact, 1t ap-~
pears to be aownrlgnt corny.

The poens were...well,...vworthless. Zspecially "Dim Thou-hts Or--?"
The dieca was way off base. Actually, Pllate was to nlame for the cruci-
fictlion of Christ. le was afraid of the Jews; the only thing he could
do wvas turn hia over to the Jews, In fact, he told the nob three tines
that Christ was innocent ofanvibing hefore turning him over for the
crucifict;pn.//7~Would vou rcther that Pilate had prevented theCruci-
fiction?~///.+r++"The 3ilence Group" couldn't possibly be serious. .
too fantastic, The quips from other mars were ;00d, anda so was the o -
taion from Dilerce. 35 vas Shaw. The reproduction was spotty, but les.-
ble throughout the zine. There was one cartocn--the one on the conteuts
nare-~-was very faint.So faint I couldan't uwake it out.

Poul Shinzleton I received The IIATLSTRO:I, Forwith my coanents on
320-~26th Street sane: Cover: This was a wvaste of paper as far as 1I'n
Dunbar, Test Va concerned., Belcher isn't good enou;b artist for covzrs
The Golastetn illo on page 2 didn't come out con nv
copv[/Y—Correctlon Anybody's copy—/ .mditorail: This was a lot better
tahn yvour last one. It needs to be expanded tho. S5till wel enough doar
for a second issue, ﬁF” For Hammer: I'll bet illke Deckinger is sorry
he didn't et this., It's very informative. I liked it., (At least it!
avay frou any of Dodd's damnable film reviews.) Poetry: Uzh. ilan Tith
A ﬁagrep: Thile it was okay it certainly wasn't as good as Deck's faan
fiction and other stuif. ””hc Silence Group: This isn't bad, I've got e
sinilar article for use in the next LD... think Rudmann is cafia,. He
hosn't answered any letters, ;;@ﬂymgﬁtcrviewcd’ Ush. 1 DON'T happern. to
like 1IAD, So there., Baclklash: Better then last time! Chalker's book re-
vievws arec a waste of time., T don't like Jack's reviews...he's okay tho.
Phil Harrell IIAEL3TROLI: I couldn't see the cartoon on page 2. Ili-
Eé@ wothendtelvd, en joved"Sehenoth™, but is the blurb from Job:40 nec-
sdaty 9yc¥r.tine? //ynies ~/// Doad's bit on Hammer Producticns -cod.
I utlll say that flying saucers are time machines. Tony's a guy wita
something to say and he says it.///mALreed.—A// J.P.Android sounds like
Ilike D.(somevwhat his style, that is) I hate to repeat myself so often,
but very. nice..I enjoved the J.der. interview, but still niss the old
LIAD and VEIRD SF. I also niss Harvey Rurtzman and think IIAD lost so
thing when he left it. _75,00,00 per ish, GOCD GHU!IP Vhy don't I ju
rut it this way: +hﬁs CATLSTROIC was QUITE an improvenent over &ll the o
cf the otner vou ve put out. '"lCu erg continued next pqre—_

L AL e .._'._'." AL ". .",."...'.....Jt_‘ LA BN AL AL AL SOLRE A0 00 00 AL, LaLy
J\ ls n BN et ) lfn...\ WS s \1\';‘3"2\'7'-".."2;.." "'"‘\'4 .-\""\‘h n'.?‘f'l-\"d\'.l' .

A hole is nothing ,t ﬂll but you can break your neck 1in

O'Lalley.
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Vicky Priester T enjeyvel The LMELSTRUE very much., I think the
6 Courtland Dr. best article was the one on Haumer Films, of
Montonery 5, Ala. course I'm prejudiced, but the article has a
professional touch to it. I enjoved it ve y much.
The poem, "Headless" is real gone! "Man With A Secret Was Very CGood."
I liked the tricky ending. I really enjoyed the interview with the
IAD mag man. I think the SFA Trading Post is a very good idea; hope
it is successful. The TAELSTROII is a lot easier to read on this kind
of paper. Iuch luprovement over last issue.

Ken Tinter Again, best stuff by Pesta..the poem abc:
10764 Lincoln _ Pilate, tremendous, and the Jerry DeFuccio
Huntinzton oods,; Iiich. interview was one of the most interesting

interviews I've read....VWas sorry to sce
no EChhhh: plug. Though EChhhh! is dead, we still have some copies
of "4 to sell, so a plug nex' time would be appreciated....Do vou,
voursgelf, ever write any fiction?

The Jerry DeFuccio interview really burned me. He smugly says IIAD'c
success is due to "not beins afraid to go oult and ridicule a thing
that's silly, whether its on TV, some late fad..."etc. HAH! IMAD it-
self is"a late fad) as he knows damn well, and thev're sure cashing
in on it: Every time, another IIAD gimmick of sone kind. And he know-
that IIAD's financial success is mainlv due to (1) its reputation bul .
up by Kurtzman's fine satire, and (2) its writing-for-idiots, to ap-
peal to (as John Bengon said) the semi-illiterate teenager of today.
Every time I get out one of my old Xurtzman ilADs and see the great
varisty of tremendous satire, then think of today's same-every-issue-
foriuwla-hunor MAD, I feel like breaking chairs and cracking skulls,
Laach, I used to look forward to each issue of 7AD,.you never knew who'
new twist they'd come up with...every issue had some brand-new kind &
satire. Now every ish is just like any other..from about ;32 until to
day, vou could pick up any one issue and see exactly the same tvpe of
humor, .the sawme formulas...that appeared in very other ish. Don't getd
me wrong, L still read IIAD. About 1 or two articles are still fine
satire..though 1t still is sticking to the forimula. A key statement
was when DeFuccio said Kurtzman could write for IIAD if '"it was good,
and IN OUR VEI{", A very narrow vein. Don lartin was a sf artist? Touw
Ilaybe he can really draw? He's a good example of IIAD's formulas: For
the first five issues or so, he fractueed me, but I don't see how
one can help being tired of him by now, By the way, I would love ~
see the return o IIAD with Xurtzman, with Feldstein made managins
itor, if he's such a creat organizer, as Kz as cheif writer. ///-No,
I'm afraid llartin's stf work was just like his IAD work, The August
'59 issue of GALAXY had a story by Bob Silverbers entitled "lMugwunp
Four" and illoed by liartin. The illos were the same characters used
by liartin in IIAD; same saggin'shoulders, turned under toes and fingers
box car eyes, and cragker-barrel, double-chinned faces.wj/y.

Peter J. liaurer Your latest issue of MAELSTROL was all you sald
818 8. Jefferson it would be. The article on Hammer Productions
Hastings, lichigzan interested wme most. I can't understand why the

thor didn't mention "The Mummy." This picture .=
rather silly in many ways (even without sacred Tana leaves), but it
first rate production and superior performances LY Lee and Cushing. L
didn't care much for the MAD article, but that is because I don't ca:x
much for humor. The rest of the material was well done,

Yes, I think the good Dr. Asimov 1s g bit concelted, but I think
v will agree that he has every reason to be., No one would ever be-
come an author if he didn't have a very larce ego.//7~I was speaking
the recent poens by Asimov, about Asimov in sowme of his collections-
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Asimov writes interesting and sometimes excellent fictlon, but he isn't
much of g poet. (I dislike his scilence articles also.)

The latest issue of "The llacazine of F&SF" contains two very un-
plearant (and very entertalnlnr) horror storiss by Fritz Leiber and
John Collier. // 7UPeter's reference is to the llay '60 ish; I didn't
read the Leiber tale because a lot of his sgtuff l,tel” has bsen pure
hack, and I never fully understood the Collier yarn. Pernavw, I shall
rer,md it and trv again.-///. I just finished Robert A.Heinlein's
classic novel of invasion from outer space, The FPuppet Ilasters. The
Titans are without a doubt, the most unspeakalkle invaders ever invent-
e¢ by the imagination of a s-f writer. Heinlein's philosophy amay not
be acceptable, but his ability as a novelist and storyteller 1s unde-
niabvle,. //7 -An example of hiis philosophy would be his recent novel ,
Starship Trocpers. I read the J&SF version and doubt if I missed the
mainpoints by reading the condensation., I found avself, not digagrers
ing, but not wantins, to afree with hiis odhilosophy of wars and vhy U

are and aust bes fouzht. As a waster of g~f stories, he is second to nonc,

not even the enilnent Ray 3radbury; I would not, however, like to be
called upon to wmake a final decision re which of the two authors has t..
most enjcvable stvle to me.-=///.

John . Anderson, Jr. TC THE NEIBERS OF 3fA: I truely hope that the
3114 N.EB.Garfield St. people with whom I have corresponded, and the
inneapolis 18, liinn. members I have not written to, do not conzider
me an absclute idiot (although I sometimes wonder myself) for my lack
of initiative and the numerous ulstakes I have made. As you all have
most lozgically guessed, the real backbone of SFA is our secretary,
Billy Joe Plott, Althounh I, along with the rest of yvou, assisted
glightly in amending the orisinal ﬁraft the credit for our constitu-
tion lies with hiwn., BJ also has the honor of being the creator of IIAEL-
STROI, the fanzine that vou have watched improve, and that you are read
ing now,

Toough I cannot say that ay tine 1s extremely precious, I will sev
(somewhat regretfully) that I cannot carry on correspondance with all
SFAers. Howvever, starting with the publication of this message, I will
answer as wvany letters (if anv) as possible that I receive,

Perhaps some day in the distant future we will all wneet at a s-f or
mavbe even an SFA convention, but until then I'll be answering your
letters and talking to you throukn The IIAELSTROLL,

Eternally,
John F. Anderson, Jr.

///-1 am indeed honored by the pracious comments of our president, but
I feel that the situation bhas been exazpereted somewhat. The constifn
tional credit should be civen Art Haves, who drew up the first draft.
I merely presented it to the populous and you decided wvhat its final

form would be. I hope everyone is satisfied and T hope that SFA night
becone a tool for introducing newcomers to science fiction Fandom and
helping them to get a start in the filed, sans the bewilderment that T

entersd Fandon in. Thank you."[/y.

Jerry Gray T've never seen anything like it, how can any
t. 7, 1263 Lilla Ave. mag so had become one 80 much better in only
Clanton, Alabans one ish? I was suprised and delighted. The rep:

vas much hetter, but a coupls of illo's were
still a bit hazy. I thoroughly anove¢ the contents of the mag, espec-
1ally the interview and the Hamaser story althouch I was suprlged to se
that one of wuy favorite Hamner Droduﬂtb, "The Snorkle" didn't even rat
o mention., All in all I'd say /3 was 80 better than 2,
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G.Ml.Carr Thanks for the copyv of MAELSTROL ‘3, The most
531¢ Ballard Avenue obvious comment, of course, is the contrast be-
Seattle 7, VWash. tween the excellence of the naterial and the--

well, let's be honest if can't be polite and
call it the horrible quality of the repro.

I rather think the balme for the latter falls largely on the paper.
The typing appears pgood....and the layout of the material is much bet-
ter than would ¢ ppear from the overall appearance of the mag. However,
the stencilling of the art is very poor, Undoubtablly the art-stencil-
ling will iunprove with experience and a few good tools. Personally I ,
flna that crochet hoolkts work Just as well as the more expensive stylii,
You can ret a varietv of sizes for 10 and 15¢ each at the dime store,

;0 electric light bulb on an extension cord can be improvised into a
tracing table by laying a plate of glass on a couple of piles of books
with the lisht lying between them.Be careful that the flat glass surfoc
does not get too close to the bulb, If it OVeﬂheaus, the glass is like-
1y to crack, Tracing with too dull a stjylus with The stencil directly
on the paper belins, conied tends toward a fuzzy cut wilth a consequent
brurriness teo the repro.

come of the smeariness may be due to offset. Slipsheeting may seen
like a lot of trouble, but it has two advantages: One, the most obvious,
is that it prevents the wet ink from transferring to the back of the
next sheet. Sut the second advantage 1s that it slows up the job and
5ives the amineographer a chance to watch it better. IT anything goes
wrong vou can stop the machine lmmediately, instead of running off =2
1 lf ream of paper belore you could stop./// Tor the benefit of those
who don't know, slipsheetlng is placing a blank sheet of paper between
tne sheets as they come through the machine. The reason is explainsd

above.-[//

B T L S R Lol ST LS L SRS AR S T
EOCL i O o A e e in CLar iy ¢ 2 e

arl Ly =l '.'.".l " (‘" T i1y

Ear=] iyg;h Apppp ﬁi;;y Joe Plott contlnued—n ‘

Finally, it has veen alleged that Willian is the som of the late in-
sane dlctator of a foreign power Adolph Hottsler. This report, repu-
tidly backed by photoorapnlc proo:, is false. It seems that public
spirited citizens--and publically intoxicated ones, too--are alwvays * e
targets of narrow-minded bilggots. The whole gquestion centered on a siu-
ple chain of coincidences. In a gesture of human{(?) kindness, Bill of-
fered to repaint a local church. After he had finished approximately
half of the work--~swastika-shaped decorations, naturally--an unfortu-
nate accldent occured when our hero dropped a cigarette into a can of
paint remover thus isniting a fire which set of 87 sticks of dyvnamite
whiclhh had been drouzht to loosen the ¢Jed encrusted paint. Such an un-
fortunate accident was rapidl exploted by the anti-intellectual faction-
into an unpleasant incident.

There in cold print, friends, 1is the truth concerning a much mnisun-
derstood individual, I, for one, find it difficult to understand such
scandelous stories, however I an always willing--in the case of jus-
tice and for a slicht monetary renumeration, naturally~-to set the re-
cord stralgz In cloulng our discussion of the infamous Billy Joe Plot*.
let us pnder the words of the eminent Poul Shingleton who sald of Will
ian:"BSone...people...leave,,.thelr,..mark...upon...the..,world...:other
v..just...scar...1t...abit."

Bﬂc&lash continued on next pat
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The greates wmay in L lo is ASLOUDDING ALALOGnPSIOhICSnSCIEK
FACT & ALD SOIETIMES I IO\ Sub-~title:""Thatever hapnened to Dlanetlcc
0ld Nine~foot John is qe551n' with a bread & butter title he has had
a heav of yvears.Dear Jonn.ﬁajoe he 1is just tired of being on top....
"John, are yvou sure the SATURDAY EVENING REVIEY OF LITERATURE startecd
this an°”~~~A1 Andrews in a recent letter,
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narry varner, Jr, JL've reau VWit LNTereST AlG J11.Le & MiLb YUl puiosous

427 Sunnit Ave. IAELSTROI, and I want to thank you for thinking of
Hagerstowm, Iid, me. And the first thing that occurs in the way of »

comlment is astonishment at the way you've drawn vour
contributors and letterhacks and such from a ceciient of fandom which is
alnost entirely new to me. Alan Dodd, ilike Deckinger, and Jobn Pesta are
only naites 1in this issue on proiinent display that I recognize readily.
Tt makes a person wonder just how btigp fandom really ls, every time he
thirke he's pretty well acquainted with the nawmes in it, then {inds
dozans of entirely new ones in this or that publication.Z//-That's due
noatly to SFA's policr to introduce newcomers to Fandom.—[//.

The interview atoul IIAD vas the most intrestin~g thing in the igsue
to ne, It was quite well cCone as a plece of writing, and provided ne
with cone information that I hadn't known before, even thouzh I feel
I feel that ZIAD was ruined vhen Kurtzwman pulled out, before, it was very
funny, now ir's sinply very silly,

The Silence Group is about another matier which I hadn't heard abot
before, but I take less stock in the existence of this orgenization t 2n
I do in the existence of the people who put out IIAD, I work for a news-
paper and I can guarantee that 1t has never heard from any group that
seeks "suvppression of information by pressure' resarding flyiny saucers,
although there are plenty of other interests that try to nut on »nressure
to keep things out of the paper, like stories about proninent advertis-
ers vho et involved in crime, And this silence group, if there is such,
ig doing a very poor job, Jjudging by the number of articles on flying
saucers that still trickle into the nazazines and paperbacks. I'd be in-
clined to thinlk it's just another example of the old tendency to solve
a problem by oversimplifying it, just as in the old days all nasty ac-
tions were ascribed to the influence of the devil, instead of sortin-
them out and discovering that this one occured because the man is ep!
leptic and that person dled because he ate a toadstool instead of a uush
room, and this girl becaie a streetvwvalker because she was trying to hel;.
the fanily pay off the mortgage,

The fiction in this issue would be better if the writers had glven a
it nore thought to it and patched up some of the obvious weaknesses, I
instance, "llan TTith A Secret'" denends on en almost unkelievable coinci-
dence for its outcome. Tt mizht proceed more loglcally if the woman, fo.
example, had manazed to get a message to her husband that she was in
danger, just before the murder and he arrived after her death; that rou’
account for the fact that this particular doctor took the case and hn~w
in advance what had happened., Aud more careful attention to hospital
procedure would help, too; not even the wost primitive hospital in nat'r
prenares a patient for an operation in this wmanner described here.

Eart iloe Thien you do your zine, 4o sale with calmness, de-
7304 Fast Belknap iberation, and above all: great tenderness, Heed

For: Worth, Texas those readers who bugs yvou about your repro and neab
nesg, I side with Chalker, but your exchange with hi

in "Backlash'" wmystifies me! A small bottle of correction fluid will el-
iminate those "idiotic crossouts'", uisspelled words, and other bugabvooc
vour readers comnlain about.///-Corflu is the sod I appreciatei~///.

I'1l send along a feather and sone tar fr that f{iend, Shingleton.
Waddas he nean, putting down ZAD llagazine and s poor helpless neofans?

"I7AD1ly Interviewed" was your best asset. "'H' For Hammer'" was inter=
esting, to use a much overworked adjective, as was "Xaleidescope".The
rest was just lending vdulk to the mag and offending no one, excendt for
"Silence Group" and all the conics piffle, which I found particularly
extraneous. The lecttercol is a muste. Vadda bout doing the front and beo
pages in colored uimeo paper? Yes, I'm very critical, but I do think
ARLS ;'3 was a very credible third ish, and expect it to develope " .0
quite a good zine,
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///~~ROBERT JEINIVGS followed the tren 1a comments, but went into a
len-thy discussion on the copics; re ACG's sterectyped plots. JAIES

7. AVIRS liked the zine as whole and cave me soile lovely noney. PAUL
ANDERSEIT savs the zine is fetting progressively better with each issue,
ROBERT & RODERTA RUCKER cave a very thorough analyslis of the entire
zine, RNequest thet Deckinger 'tick to g~i, liked FPesta, Chalker, Docdd
tooleaghity. TED BRCCIE hasg contribduted a nuclear war-uype story for a
future igaue oi LABLSTROI, IIART CURILOVIC continues to suoniy us vith

i

<

excellent verse, iy ;splnnu his "Nisht of Avpril 19",for the benefit of
the newconers, LD soue future lgsue. ATLJANE JCHISON enjoyed the zine. |,
EILE GREENLTAF sent encouragenent, ALAN TO/LES cartressed pleasure 1o

reading the zine, JIi JuLC”ﬁi sent comnents, the cover for thish, and
newvs that his zine CHACH 1s aboul to make the zine, Write him at Rural
Route one, Latour, llo., for details, but 25¢ 1is the cost and saves tiae
and tr‘”“!e. VIC RYAN notes lmprovemenc, but progiress can still e nads
in nans whases of JAELS. GEORGE NILS RAYoIN has coffered to serve as
mode',uuf for the SFA electloﬂ. And that's about 21l that I can think
of rizut now. Hope no one was leflt out. Wboon ¢ Forrot comments and
launde firom JANET RENVER, JEHI PBUET, HOWARD 3SHOCX uf, RON HES3, T=ERRY
DIJKINSON, JiRnY PAGE, BO* FARVEALL, AL a_Dhuﬂ' HARRY BRASHZEAR, JACH
CHALKER, BART MILROAD, TONY RUDIANN, ALAY LODD, HMARY CECILE dnADY, JEFT
PATTON, and PHIL MQSFCOJITZ. Wew! I Bhinh/hope/pray that’s all of then

Ea

Would 1like to close out Lhis page with an editorial feature from a re-
cent issue of The Atlante Journal.
the
CIDER FRCII/CECRGIA PRESS
There's too wmuch noise and cone of it ought to e cut out-~startin-~
with alarm clocks. -~ A.7.Quattlebaum, The Pike County Journal,Zebulc..
4
Intuition is that which enables a wonan to put two and two together and
got your number, ~ Kate's Korner, Dawson Countv News, Da wgomvvlle &a .,

¥

We never kncw vhen we go to bed at night what new tax on necessities will
face us the next worning. - The Sparta Ishueelite.

Tt's easy to tell an election vear. All your wmail is addressed to "Hon-
orable’, - Tith RO&GPS, Swainsboro Foresi~3lade.

Sometimes we think the Golden Rule went oul vears before we went off 17
sold stendard., - Carey Williams, The Greensboro Herald-Journal.

In a way the Russians are helpful, If we didn't have them how would we
know if we were ahead or behind? ~ Qouted in the Rockmgirt Journal,

Men, svop complaining when your halr falls out., Suppose it ached like
vour teeth, and you had to have it pulled out., - The Cleveland Couricr,

Observing some wvho've been elected at various times, it's no wonder the
voter wants to get in a private Dooth and cast his pallot in secret. -
Bo ilcLend, Donalsonville News.

How thin"” chance., We can remember when a girl married a man for his N
money, N.w she divorces hlm for it. - A.C. Jolly, The Bartow Herald,
C&T+equL] =, Ga,

2//-1 thousht that the shove would be of interest to the readers so I
enclosed it at the conclusion of this lettercol. ¥Would like to hear
comments on 1t along with comients on the zine as a whole.~[//.
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KALGIDOSCLTIE
/the _stf world in books/
/by Jagek, L. Chalker /

A C'mt e For Leibowitz by Waltey ¥ Miller, Jr., Lippincott, 1959

When a novel which can generally be classified as sclence fic~
tion jJust barely misses the best seller lists;, it is time to take
note. In this case, it's a tremendous volume cimpiling the 'Canticle’
series of gtories from F&SF. Divided into three books, it comes out
to be legs than waht 1t seenms.

; ~ It is the far (or is it the very far?)
distant future., Mankind, after an atomic Hallocast, has forsaken all
types of learning, particularly in the case of'the Burning,' in which
all great books and works of art which coulid be found were destroyed,
Even Bibles wer burned, but not all, This same burning included men
and women~-anvone wio was not an ignorant savage like the crowd doing
the burning, I.E. Leibowitz, 'a security-risk scientist, escapes de-
tection and starts a systematic search. for his wife, ho was last
seen before the boubs fell, entering a4 shelfer in Arlzona. But the
shelter cannot be found., Seeing also a thance to preserve gome know-
ledge, he foras a religious branch (the ignorant amé scared and re-
spectufl of God) and tries to preserve gomethins, He never finds his
wlfe,

But 600 years later, a young monk of the Blessed Order of Leib-
owltz, fasting in the heated desert during Lent, discovers a strange
opening near his encampment--by means which later develope to a much
fuller extent,

At any rate, Brother Francis, 17 years old and hunger-
ing for knowledge, finds the fallout shelter. The sign on the shelter
read, of course, FALLOUT SURVIVAL SHELTER. Shuddering because he has
found a haven for the dreaded Fallout (he has never seen one but i-
magined the agent of the devil as a giant salamander) he crosses him-
self but goes on, What he finds is the body of Ewmily Leibowitz, a fad-
ed blueprint, dogs by Lhe B1e5§ed Le1bow1tz higself, and a piece of
paver in the Blessed Hartyr s own hand! That paper is a reminder to

Enily to pick up a hlf-dozen Bagels doemn't faze him in the least~
after all, though he didn't know what sort religious thing a 'bagel!
was, he was sure it was of great importance,

And from then on we plunge
headlong into a series of dramatic and puzzllng incidents including
the acceptance of Leibowitz as a aint by New Rome, theft of the blue-
print by canabalistic and welrd mutants, until Francis is finallj
eaten by the latter, Book two takes us into the further developcment
of the Order, when border disputes comein and a mysterious olden
stranger, a Jew named Lazarugs, comes in...ee.he is immortal! He led
Francis way back in Book One to the shelteri

What flnally comes to i=«
a second atomic war with the rival religious and political powers
coming at odds, and the monks taking off in a starship before the rea’
end comes,

Written as a major and penetrating, often biting, satire of
religion and politics in our times, it suffers from the joining of the
many shorts from the magazine, each great in their own right, and
from the long drawn-out gstyle of Miller, Yet this is a powerful work--
one to be read and remembered., I'm going to start rating these-~1 for
worst, up to 10 for the best, This barely misses the truely great
classic stage, but it deserves o rating of 8,
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